
 

Club Officers:


PRESIDENT:

Robert Saber, K3RTS

k3rts@w3uu.org


VICE PRESIDENT:

vacant


SECRETARY:

Frank Aponte, KC3NRK

kc3nrk@frankaponte.com


TREASURER:

David Dormer, KC3MG

DDDormer@gmail.com


LICENSE TRUSTEE:

David Dormer, KC3MG

DDDormer@gmail.com


EQUIPMENT TRUSTEE:

	Terry Snyder, WB3BKN

WB3BKN1@gmail.com


Committees:


WEBMASTER: W3UU.ORG

vacant

	webmaster@w3uu.org


EMCOMM:

Robert Saber, K3RTS

k3rts@w3uu.org


MEMBERSHIP:

Tim Lehman, W4NKC

w4nkc.hv@gmail.com


NEWSLETTER EDITOR:

	Curt Sanders, K3URT

newsletter@w3uu.org


ELMER TIME COORDINATOR:

Joe Hannon, W3JPH

johannon.jh@gmail.com


HAMFESTS & REPEATER:

Terry Snyder, WB3BKN

WB3BKN1@gmail.com


NET OPERATIONS:

David Dormer, KC3MG

DDDormer@gmail.com


VE TEAM LEADER:

Steven Gobat, KA3PDQ

ka3pdq@juno.com

W3UU NEWSLETTER

— SEPTEMBER 2022  —

QST:N E X T M E E T I N G i s 
WEDNESDAY, 14 SEPTEMBER, 
beginning with SCHEDULE 
CHANGE the bus iness 

meeting, 1830-1900L followed by the “Elmer Time,” 
at 1900L at the Harrisburg Vietnam Veterans of 
America, 8000 Derry St., Harrisburg. All are 
welcome!


ELMER TIME for September is a 
PowerPoint presentation called 
“How to operate HF” — as an ef-
fort to promote discussion. Photo, WB3BKN

mailto:k3rts@w3uu.org
mailto:kc3nrk@frankaponte.com?subject=HRAC%20newsletter
mailto:DDDormer@gmail.com
mailto:DDDormer@gmail.com
mailto:WB3BKN1@gmail.com
http://W3UU.ORG
mailto:webmaster@w3uu.org
mailto:k3rts@w3uu.org
mailto:w4nkc.hv@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@w3uu.org
mailto:johannon.jh@gmail.com
mailto:WB3BKN1@gmail.com
mailto:DDDormer@gmail.com
mailto:ka3pdq@juno.com
https://vva.org/chapter/vva-chapter-542/
https://vva.org/chapter/vva-chapter-542/
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The Harrisburg Radio 
Amateurs Club Inc., 
[HRAC] formed 1 July 

1946, as an association of indi-
viduals commonly interested in 
amateur radio, based in Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania. It is an ARRL 
affiliate club.


At the end of World War II, 
many veterans returned to the 
Harrisburg area trained and used 
radio communications in the mili-
tary. It soon became a common 
factor among local hobby enthu-
siasts. Fifty-eight charter mem-
bers developed the original con-
stitution and bylaws for the club. 
In 1960, HRAC became a non-
profit corporation in Pennsylva-
nia.


The club continues to pro-
mote amateur radio in the area in 
many ways. HRAC is involved 
with young people by helping with 
scouting's JOTA activities and 
promoting amateur radio with 
school clubs and organizations.


Since 1949, members have 
provided communications for the 
American Red Cross in Harris-
burg for Dauphin County and 
Pennsylvania Emergency Man-
agement. In addition, we conduct 
periodic training sessions for 
emergency responders.


HRAC has three hamfests 
throughout the year: July’s Fire-
cracker Hamfest /Eastern Pa 
Section Convention is always the 
Saturday before the first Sunday 
in July. During the convention, 
you may hear special event sta-
tion W3UU from the hamfest 
tailgating area. We set up and 
operate W3UU to demonstrate 
amateur radio and invite opera-
tors to join in and make contacts. 
Second: Oktoberfest. Third: the 
well attended WinterFest in 
January is an indoor tailgate fest. 
5

September	 11th, 2nd Annual HRAC 9-11 Memorial Event, ......
Ft. Indiantown Gap. Cancelled due to weather.

	 14th, club meeting.
.........................
October	 12th, club meeting.
...........
	 15th, license testing (see below; and last page .........................
for special Jump Start Program).

	 22nd, HRAC OktoberFest. (see page 7)
.........................
November	 9th, club meeting.
.......
December	 14th, club meeting — Club Elections!
.......
	 17th, license testing (see below).
.........................
Please consider stepping up to make a presentation during one of 
the meetings’ “Elmer Time.” Everyone has expertise in something 
and can bring something to the table. Do more than consider, DO it.

DA FINE PRINT: The W3UU News-
letter of the Harrisburg Radio Amateurs 
Club Inc. (HRAC) is published monthly 
and is © 2022: All Rights Reserved. 
Every effort is made to ensure that the 
newsletter is free from error or omis-
sions. The HRAC, it’s respective Offi-
cers or agents, shall not accept respon-
sibility for offenses (e.g. injury, loss, or 
damage) occasioned to any person 
acting or refraining from action as a 
result of material in this newsletter, 
whether the offenses in any way are 
due to any negligent act or omission, 
breach of duty or default on the part of 
the HRAC, or representative agents.


Content may be freely used with 
proper source citation and is of reason-
able “fair use” per 17 US Code § 107.


Please NOTE: underlined words in 
the newsletter are “hot” linked to emails 
and external websites. HRAC is not 
responsible for their content or perfor-
mance. URL’s were verified a few days 
prior to publication. 5

HRAC CLUB CALENDAR 2022:

Affiliated with the Laurel Vol-
unteer Examiners (VE), HRAC 
conducts testing in February, April, 
June, August, October, Decem-
ber, and other announced times. 
Sessions begin at 0900L at the 
announced location. Steven, 
KA3PDQ, is the Team Leader.


We require:

pre-registration for exams to 
ensure that we have the level 
of staffing necessary to con-
duct an exam.

your FCC Federal Registration 
Number (FRN)

a valid email address in ad-
vance of registering for an up-
coming exam. 


Registration form and infor-
m a t i o n i s a t t h e c l u b ’ s 
website: www.w3uu.org/license-
exams/. (Registrations can be 
made online up to the Friday be-
fore test date.)


The next test session 
is scheduled for 

Saturday, 15 October 
2022, at the 

Harrisburg Vietnam 
Veterans of America, 

8000 Derry St., 
Harrisburg, PA 

promptly beginning at 
0900L.

LICENSE TESTING:— Club station W3UU —

Repeater Frequency: 
146.760 MHz, minus .600 
MHz offset

Repeater CTCSS Tone: 
100.0 Hz (Encode/Decode)

Weekly Net: Wednesdays 
at 1900L (except meeting 
nights)

Website: W3UU.org

FaceBook: www.face-
book.com/Harrisburg-Ra-
dio-Amateurs-
Club-208171495915056/

http://W3UU.org
https://www.facebook.com/Harrisburg-Radio-Amateurs-Club-208171495915056/
https://www.facebook.com/Harrisburg-Radio-Amateurs-Club-208171495915056/
https://www.facebook.com/Harrisburg-Radio-Amateurs-Club-208171495915056/
https://www.facebook.com/Harrisburg-Radio-Amateurs-Club-208171495915056/
https://www.laurelvec.com
https://www.laurelvec.com
mailto:ka3pdq@juno.com
mailto:ka3pdq@juno.com
https://apps.fcc.gov/coresWeb/publicHome.do
https://apps.fcc.gov/coresWeb/publicHome.do
https://apps.fcc.gov/coresWeb/publicHome.do
http://www.w3uu.org/license-exams/
http://www.w3uu.org/license-exams/
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Newsletter submission 
guidelines:


Deadline: For the OCTOBER 
issue is end of business day 
WEDNESDAY, 5 OCTOBER 
— sorry, no exceptions!


✓ Articles, photographs, graph-
ics are welcome! Limited as-
sistance can be provided.

✓ Cite the source. Permission 

must be obtained from the au-
thor using copyrighted material 
except "fair use" extracts.

✓ Please proof-read your final-

ized narrative before submitting. 
As a practice, the editor will 
“quote” rather than “correct.”

✓ Submit by email to:


newsletter@w3uu.org

C O N T E S T I N G

 Contest Calendar 
September 2022 (155):

 www.contestcalendar.com/con-
testcal.html


 One-By-One special events 
(62):  www.1x1callsigns.org


(3 are in commoration of 9-11; 
21 for Route 66).


 State QSO Parties (9):

www.contestcalendar.com//
stateparties.html


 Contester Scores:

 www.3830scores.com/index.php

 ARRL Contest Calendar: 
www.arrl.org/contest-calendar

 POTA: parksontheair.com


 SOTA: www.sota.org.uk

The PA QSO Party Association

2022 bonus station operation 

has been awarded to the Stepan-
sky brothers, Joe (KQ3F), Steve 
(KC3WX) and Andy (N3VZ). The 
Stepanskys are long-time Party 
participants and will be operating 
from Lehigh County in eastern PA 
using callsign KQ3F. Joe is a for-
mer member of HRAC.


Updated and current rules 
have been posted: paqso.org/pa-
qso-party-rules.html


PQP has also posted a FAQ: 
paqso.org/faqs.html


The CQ World-Wide RTTY DX 
Contest from September 2021 
results have been released. Club 
members Keith W3KB and Curt 
K3URT came in 2nd and 3rd re-
spectively in the W3 call area. 
W3KB came in 7th in the USA.


The CQ WPX RTTY Contest 
from February 2022 results have 
been released. Club member Curt 
K3URT came in 10th in the W3 
call area. 5

QUA HRAC?

Send to:


newsletter@w3uu.org

or webmaster@w3uu.org

• Rothrock Grit Gravel Grinder 
Bicycle Ride, Saturday 10 Sep-
tember. Starts on Tussey Moun-
tain through the Rothrock State 
Forest. www.bikereg.com/50707


• PA Trail Riders' Assoc. 7 
Mountains Dual Sport Motor-
cycle Ride, usdualsports.com/
event/seven-mountains-dual-
sport/ 10 September. Starts in 
Weikert, PA and runs through the 
Bald Eagle State Forest.


• PA Environmental Council 
Public Lands Bicycle Ride, 
Sunday 17 September. ridewith-
gps.com/organizations/81-penn-
sylvania-environmental-council/
home?lang=en Runs through the 
Black Moshannon State Park 
and Forest near Philipsburg, PA.


• Unpaved of the Susquehanna 
Valley Bicycle Race, gropromo-
tions.com/unpaved/ 9 October. 
Begins and ends in Lewisburg, 
PA through the Bald Eagle State 
forest/four counties. Various po-
sitions and times.


— Sources: gathered from various 
venues and from Richard, KB3YRC. 5

CORRECTION!

In the August 2022 edition 

newsletter, page 3, your editor 
mistakenly identified Chuck 
Maletich as KC1YRC. The 
correct callsign is KC1YSR. 
My apologies to Chuck and all!

NEWS • COMMUNIQUES • MESSAGES • DISPATCHES • QST
Two New Bands for 
Canadian Amateurs


• 472 to 479 kHz, also known 
as 630 metres: on this new 
band; maximum of five watts 
EIRP, using emissions with a 
maximum bandwidth of 1 kHz.

• 5351.5 to 5366.5 kHz in the 

60 metre band: this is a new 
worldwide allocation. Canadian 
Amateurs are allowed to run a 
maximum of 100 watts ERP, 
using emissions with a maxi-
mum bandwidth of 2.8 kHz.

“The new 60 metre band is in 

addition to our existing fixed-fre-
quency allocations at 5332, 5348, 
5373 and 5405 kHz. The new 15 
kHz-wide allocation overlaps our 
existing authority to use 5358.5 
kHz. Canadian Amateurs are 
unique in having authority to use 
100 watts ERP on the four spot 
frequencies and on the new 15 
kHz worldwide segment. Amateurs 
in most countries are limited to 25 
watts or less and may operate 
only in the new 15 kHz-wide seg-
ment.” — Dave Goodwin, VE3KG, 
Regulatory Affairs Officer, www.rac.ca/
two-new-bands-for-canadian-ama-
teurs/ 5


Ed. For US operations please 
see www.arrl.org/60m-channel-
allocation

VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES:

Con tac t : Ca rm ine P res t i a , 
K3CWP, k3cwp@arrl.net

Eclectic Tech: QRT

ARRL’s podcast Eclectic Tech, 

produced and read by Steve Ford, 
WB8IMY, signed-off with episode 
#67, 25 August. Steve had a long 
two-year run. 5

Top 12 DXCC Most Wanted

1. P5 DPRK (North Korea) 
2. 3Y/B Bouvet Island 
3. FT5/W Crozet Island

4. BS7H Scarborough Reef 

5. CE0X San Felix Islands

6. BV9P Pratas Island 
7. KH7K Kure Island

8. KH3 Johnston Island

9. 3Y/P Peter 1 Island 

10. FT/G Glorioso Island

11. FT5/X Kerguelen Island

12. YV0 Aves Island

The complete "DXCC Most Want-
ed" entities list (340) is available 
at: secure.clublog.org/mostwant-
ed.php 5

https://www.rac.ca/two-new-bands-for-canadian-amateurs/
https://www.rac.ca/two-new-bands-for-canadian-amateurs/
https://www.rac.ca/two-new-bands-for-canadian-amateurs/
http://www.arrl.org/60m-channel-allocation
http://www.arrl.org/60m-channel-allocation
http://www.arrl.org/60m-channel-allocation
mailto:newsletter@w3uu.org
https://secure.clublog.org/mostwanted.php
https://secure.clublog.org/mostwanted.php
https://secure.clublog.org/mostwanted.php
mailto:k3cwp@arrl.net
https://www.bikereg.com/50707
https://usdualsports.com/event/seven-mountains-dual-sport/
https://usdualsports.com/event/seven-mountains-dual-sport/
https://usdualsports.com/event/seven-mountains-dual-sport/
https://ridewithgps.com/organizations/81-pennsylvania-environmental-council/home?lang=en
https://ridewithgps.com/organizations/81-pennsylvania-environmental-council/home?lang=en
https://ridewithgps.com/organizations/81-pennsylvania-environmental-council/home?lang=en
https://ridewithgps.com/organizations/81-pennsylvania-environmental-council/home?lang=en
https://gropromotions.com/unpaved/
https://gropromotions.com/unpaved/
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
http://www.1x1callsigns.org
https://www.contestcalendar.com//stateparties.html
https://www.contestcalendar.com//stateparties.html
https://www.contestcalendar.com//stateparties.html
https://www.3830scores.com/index.php
http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar
http://parksontheair.com
http://www.sota.org.uk
https://paqso.org/pa-qso-party-rules.html
https://paqso.org/pa-qso-party-rules.html
https://paqso.org/faqs.html
mailto:newsletter@w3uu.org
mailto:webmaster@w3uu.org
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Technician and General 
Classes — 

York Township (Dallastown)


September 17-19

Lancaster County Public 
ServiceTraining Center


Technician: October 15-16

General: October 29-30


VE Sessions: second Saturday, 
odd months, 1000L at the York 
County 9-1-1, 120 Davies Dr., 
York, PA.

Contact:

Ralph Brandt, K3HIQ

1705 Misty Dr.

York PA 17408-4237

C 717-885-3063 • H 717-792-1017

ralph.brandt@comcast.net 5

 "Member Spotlight" will feature a member from the HRAC com-
munity. A short bio with pre-questions like how you got into ham radio 
and your motivation. The editor will send you a final copy before publi-
cation. Please respond if tapped as the selected featured member. 
(Thanks to Mike KD3MAD for the suggestion.) 5


 Tim, W4NKC, Membership Manager, reports we have 81 members 
of which 64% are ARRL members. 5


 The membership, in the August meeting, voted to use the N3FJP.-
com logging application for the Club. Many presently use the software 
and find it easier to use. 5


 (Also see Contesting, page 4.) 5


HRAC’s Laurel VE Team tested six candidates 20 August. Five 
passed their Technician exam and one upgraded to General class. 
Participating in the examinations were: Team Leader Steve, KA3PDQ; 
Doug, K3DRE; George, AC3EA; Tim, W4NKC; Frank, KB3PDQ; 
Curt, K3URT. 5


 If you didn’t attend the last “Elmer Time” session, last meeting, 
you missed an excellent presentation on Arduino™ for beginners by 
Adam, KC3MFJ. The presentation was a practicum with member lap-
tops.

— HRAC CLUB & MEMBER NEWS —LICENSE STUDY

INFORMATION

Per the affirmation of the 
membership, June 2021 meet-
ing, members may post, one-
time non-commercial advertise-
ment of items relating to ama-
teur radio, computers, and elec-
tronics. “Wanted” advertise-
ments are permitted. Submis-
sion of photos are strongly en-
couraged.


Also, please see posts on the 
H R A C w e b s i t e a n d 
FaceBook™.


HRAC is not responsible for 
any typographical or other er-
rors. While we endeavor to con-
nect interested parties, all trans-
actions are made exclusively 
between the buyer and seller. 
HRAC disclaims all responsibili-
ty for any issues arising out of 
the use of, or reliance upon, this 
information. 5

SWAP & SHOP SPOT

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:

This months spotlight is 

Adam, Spangler, KC3MFJ.


What drew you to be inter-
ested in amateur radio?


I've had a lifelong interest in 
electronics that translated into a 
bachelor's degree in electrical en-
gineering. Growing up, I had fami-
ly friends who were hams, but 
somehow, I never quite caught on 
to it. I actually got my technician 
license on a whim in 2018, but 
then didn't know what to do with it 
or where to start, so it lay dormant 
for several years. In retrospect, I 
can't believe it took me until age 
30 to get properly get into amateur 
radio; it's the perfect hobby for me. 


I teach the Electronics Engi-
neering Technology program at 
Dauphin County Technical School, 
so I have summers off. When 
school let out for the summer of 
2022, I decided I wanted a hobby 
to focus on during my time off. I 
challenged myself to upgrade my 
license and get on HF in the two 
weeks between the end of school 
and Field Day. I managed to pass 
both the General and Extra exams 
at the same time, took a road trip 
to Ham Radio Outlet's Delaware 
location to buy my Yaesu FT-991A 

in person, and built a dipole an-
tenna in my backyard. Field Day 
gave me a hard deadline to work 
against, which kept me focused 
and motivated.


Why did you pick your vani-
ty call (if applicable)?


Many people think KC3MFJ is 
a vanity call and that I was just a 
big fan of MFJ Enterprises. In 
fact, it was randomly assigned to 
me, and I had no idea when it 
was assigned that there was any-
thing unusual about it. I had never 
heard of MFJ at that point. I didn't 
know there was anything signifi-
cant about my call until I intro-
duced myself at my first HRAC 
meeting!


What has amateur radio 
taught you? 


I love the intensely practical 
application of my electronics theo-
ry knowledge. Between the EE 
bachelor's degree and my own 
quirks, I can often end up too fo-
cused on the theoretical half of 
electronics. I initially struggled to 
translate a theoretical antenna 
into an actual antenna. By joining 
HRAC and visiting fellow club 
member's shacks, I was able to 
see how much you can still do 
with an antenna that isn't exactly 
a half-wave high and isn't perfect-
ly impedance-matched to its feed-
line. This helped "unstick" me. To 

(continued on page 7) 

A free, weekly, live Techni-
cian Class Licensing course 
on Zoom™ starting Thursday, 8 
September, and running through 
Thursday, 20 October (seven 
sessions). The three-hour ses-
sions will begin at 1830 ET.  
These are the classes that we 
have been holding for years spon-
sored by the National Electronics 
Museum. Those wishing to sign 
up should email:


 roland.anders@comcast.net 

Please pass the information 

along to interested potential new 
hams. (Thanks, Glen, K3SWZ) 5

https://www.nationalelectronicsmuseum.org
https://www.nationalelectronicsmuseum.org
mailto:roland.anders@comcast.net?subject=RE:%20Technician%20Class
mailto:ralph.brandt@comcast.net
http://N3FJP.com
http://N3FJP.com
http://www.w3uu.org/swap-shop/
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MONDAYS

1900: ®145.110 MHz, 131.8 Hz Tone, FM, W3ND, 

Dauphin County ARES/RACES Training Net.

2000: ®146.970 MHz, 123.0 Hz Tone, FM, W3HZU 

Keystone VHF Club net, York.

2030: ®146.460 MHz, 67 Hz Tone, +1 MHz offset, FM, 

N3TWT South Mountain Radio Association net, Mt. 
Holly Springs.


TUESDAYS

1900: ®146.970 MHz, 123.0 Hz Tone, FM, W3HZU 
Keystone VHF Club Digital Net.

2000: ®147.315 MHz, 82.5 Hz Tone, FM, K3LV, 
Lebanon Valley Society of Radio Amateurs, Emergency 
Net.

2100: ®145.230 MHz, 114.8 Hz Tone, FM, K3IR 
Southern Pennsylvania Radio Club net.


WEDNESDAYS

1900: ®146.76 MHz, 100.0 Hz Tone, FM, Harrisburg 
Radio Amateurs Club Information net, W3UU, 
every Wednesday except club meeting, second 
Wednesday.

1930: ®146.865 MHz, 123.0 Hz Tone, FM, Red Lion, 
W3ZGD, Hilltop Transmitter Association “Spikes and 
Frogs” railroad hobbyist net.

2000: 28.400 MHz, simplex net, USB, Cumberland 
Amateur Radio Club (except 3rd Wednesday)

2100: ®145.110 MHz, 131.8 Hz Tone, FM, W3ND, 
Central Pennsylvania SkyWarn™ net


THURSDAYS

2030: ®145.270 MHz, 74.4 Hz Tone, FM, N3TWT, FM 
Allstar Echolink net.

2100: ®145.390 MHz, 118.8 Hz Tone, FM, W3AD 
Lancaster Transmitting Society net.


FRIDAYS

SATURDAYS

2030: 146.580 MHz, simplex, FM, Lancaster County.

SUNDAYS

0730: 3.583 MHz, PA-NBEMS, Thor22 and MFSK32.

0800: 3.9935 MHz, PEMA statewide Auxiliary Communication 
Service, LSB (first Sunday of the month only).

0830: 3.9935 MHz. Central Pennsylvania Auxiliary 
Communication Service, LSB.

1900: 146.490 MHz, simplex net, FM, Cumberland 
Amateur Radio Club

2000: ®146.640 MHz. 85.5 Hz Tone, FM, AA3RG 
Appalachian Amateur Radio Group net.

2030: ®147.120 MHz, 100.0 Hz Tone; FM, W3ACH 
Cumberland Valley Amateur Radio Club net.

2100: www.w3nd.org Central PA Repeater Association 
DMR net.


DAILY

 1700: 3.918 MHz, LSB, Eastern PA Traffic Net.

 1900: 3.585 MHz, CW, The Dave Heller K3TX Memorial 
Pennsylvania Traffic Net (PTN).

1945: ®147.015 MHz, 118.8 Hz Tone, FM, W3RRR 
Lancaster County Welfare Net; Red Rose Repeater 
Association.


® = repeater. Members: Add or update your favorite regional net!

L O C A L  A R E A  N E T S 

(ALL TIMES ARE LOCAL): 

HAM HISTORY • HARRISBURG

September

QST, September, 1922, p. 37.

75 Years Ago: 
Olmstead AFB 


Middletown, 1946: The 
11th Air Force opened the 
Olmstead Air Force Base. It 
became a predominant em-
ployer in Dauphin County 
until it closed in 1969 and 
turned over to the Pennsyl-
vania National Guard and 
redevelopment into the Har-
risburg International Air-
port. Previously in 1966, 
much of the Air Force prop-
erty transferred to Penn-
sylvania State University - 
Capitol Campus.1


However, in September 
1947, amateur radio operator Staff Sergeant E. J. Har-
ris, W3NDF, installed W3NPA on the base under the 
administration of Lt. Col. Ira F. Stinson, a licensed 
ham living in Harrisburg.2 It was the second such in-
stalled station in the 11th AF. Harris assisted in off-
duty training and radio communications.3


The callsign was dropped after 1948 and not found 
after that or in current QRZ and FCC databases. 5

1 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harrisburg_Air_National_Guard_Base

2 Fall 1948 Radio Amateur Callbook, Chicago: Vol. 26:3, p. 87.

3 ”11th Air Force Amateur Radio Station on Air” Harrisburg 

Evening News, 24 Sept. 1947, p. 4. || “Air Force Operates Radio 
Station” Harrisburg Telegraph, 25 Sept. 1947, p. 4.

Lt. Col. Ira F. Stinson, 
W3NPA

https://www.facebook.com/Dauphin-County-ARES-RACES-105198281089325
http://www.w3hzu.com
https://n3twt.org
http://www.w3hzu.com
https://lvsra.org
http://www.k3ir.org
http://www.k3ir.org
http://www.k3ir.org
http://www.k3ir.org
https://www.qsl.net/w3zgd/
https://www.radioclub-carc.com
https://www.radioclub-carc.com
https://www.radioclub-carc.com
https://www.radioclub-carc.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/594108411144722/
https://www.lrts.org
https://www.pemaauxcom.org
https://www.pemaauxcom.org
https://www.pemaauxcom.org
https://www.pemaauxcom.org
http://Central%20PA%20Auxiliary%20Communication%20Service
http://Central%20PA%20Auxiliary%20Communication%20Service
http://Central%20PA%20Auxiliary%20Communication%20Service
https://www.radioclub-carc.com
https://www.radioclub-carc.com
https://www.radioclub-carc.com
https://www.radioclub-carc.com
http://www.aa3rg.org
http://www.w3ach.org
http://www.w3nd.org
https://w3rrr.org
https://w3rrr.org
https://w3rrr.org
https://w3rrr.org
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harrisburg_Air_National_Guard_Base
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Stay in touch with the 
ARRL Eastern 

Pennsylvania Section 
Manager, 

George Miller, 
W3GWM


URL: https://
epa-arrl.org


Email: W3G-
WM@PTD.NET

make any idea a reality, we have to negotiate a compromise between the 
theoretical ideal and the situation we actually find ourselves in. Sub-optimal 
is better than not at all. This has been an important life lesson and also 
made me a more effective teacher and electrical engineer.


When active, what do you like doing most in amateur radio?

I enjoy hunting Parks on the Air, SSTV, and PSK31, mostly on 20 me-

ters. When I sit down at my station, I try a bunch of different modes and 
bands, but almost always end up doing one of those three things on 20 me-
ters.


So far, what was your most exciting moment on amateur radio?

Two of my students showed up to Field Day 2022. After much fiddling 

and consternation, we finally got my 40m dipole antenna working, and one 
of my students mentioned that he had an uncle out in Ohio who was a ham. 
This student texted his uncle and told him what frequency we were on. My 
favorite amateur radio moment so far was the look on that student's face 
when he recognized his uncle's voice on the radio. 


Besides amateur radio, what are your other hobbies/passions?

I've become involved with Dauphin County Tech's FIRST Robotics team. 

I'm looking forward to working with the team this year and seeing how well 
we can do in the upcoming competition. 


What do you see as the most pressing issue in the amateur radio 
service community?


The barrier to entry is too high. By that, I don't necessarily mean that the 
licensing exams are too difficult. The biggest issue is what to do after pass-
ing the license exam. I've learned from both from my own experience and 
from talking to others that new licensees are frequently confused, lost, and 
not sure what to do next. Personally, I want to thank K3URT for his help 
early on. If it wasn't for his advice, I would still be an inactive callsign. 


Because I teach Electronics to high school students for a living, I have a 
pretty good sense of what it takes to get someone started in something and 
what is going to be too much for them. Amateur radio is so complicated that 
it's easy to fall into the "too much for them" category. When I have more 
than a single summer's experience as a ham, I want to create an "on-ramp" 
to help new hams not lose interest or become overwhelmed. 5

Member Spotlight (from page 4)

“We are proud to an-
nounce the first edition of 
Signals the bi-monthly East-
ern Pennsylvania Section 
ARES™ Newsletter.


Bob Wilson (W3BIG) is the 
editor and has compiled an 
outstanding newsletter for 
and about the ARES in our 
section.


Signals is posted on the 
EPA Website and can be 
reached at epa-arrl.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/08/Sig-
nals-ezine-AUGUST-2022.pdf


The Dauphin County 
ARES® team can be found 
on page 4. 5

 Ray Ellis DeWalt, W3MH, 
92, of Camp Hill, passed away 16 
June; born 8 November 1929, in 
Mechanicsburg. Ray was the wid-
ower of Marian (Anderson) De-
Walt, who died on 10 January. 


Ray’s survivors include two 
sons: David and Eric; two grand-
children: Zachary McPartland and 
Kayleigh DeWalt.


He then joined the Army and 
served stateside during the Kore-
an War. Ray retired from PP&L in 
1992, after many years of service 
working as a radio communica-
tions specialist. Ray enjoyed 
“putzing’ in his workshop and 
building radio devices/equipment.  
His family jokingly referred to him 
as “MacGuyver”; he liked to rig 
things and create clever solutions 
to problems that you didn’t even 
know you had.


Ray was an Extra Class li-
censee, and a life ARRL member.


Contributions in celebration of 
Ray’s life can be made to St. Mark 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 117 
W. Keller St., Mechanicsburg, PA 
17055, www.StMarkMburg.com; 
or American Radio Relay League 
Diamond Club, www.arrl.org/
memorial-gifts. — www.buhrig.com/
obituary/Ray-DeWalt 5 


 Gerhard “Gary” Hoffmann, 
AK3P, 73, of Palmyra, passed 
away peacefully at home with 
family by his side on 26 July. He 
was born 28 March 1949.


He is survived by his loving 
wife, Karin L. (Schmidt) Hoffmann 
and children, Ian and Jennifer.


His final resting place will over-
look the village of his birth in 
Germany. —www.finkenbinderfami-
ly.com/obituary/Gerhard-Hoffmann


“I was born in 1949 in a small 
town in the south of Germany, 
close to the Swiss/French border.


As a young lad I always had a 
keen interest in radio and wireless 
communication.


The wireless communication 
just fascinated me to no end.


Than later on I went through 
the Kosmos Radiomann, AM de-
tectors and later the Kosmos 
Elektronik stages, for those who 
are familiar with that great series 
of educational kits.


Later in my life I sat for my first 
radio license while living in Cana-
da (VE7CGB). Thereafter I be-
came active in Germany as 
DD4GC and than upon my return 
to the US sat for my extra class 
test (1982) and got my current 
call AK3P. I was very active in it 
for a long time, but life took over 
and ham radio took somewhat of 
a back seat.”


Gary was an Extra Class li-
censee. — https://www.qrzcq.com/call/
AK3P 5


AREA SILENT KEYS:
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MEETING CALL TO ORDER: The Wednesday, August 
10th, 2022, meeting of the Harrisburg Radio Amateur's 
Club, Inc. was called to order at 1941L by the President, 
Robert, K3RTS, at the Vietnam Veterans Association Build-
ing, 8000 Derry St, Harrisburg, PA 17111. Due to the con-
tinuing COVID-19 pandemic, those in attendance took the 
recommended precautions.


INTRODUCTIONS BY NAME & CALL SIGN: 11 indi-
viduals were present and introduced themselves briefly.


SECRETARY REPORT – July 2022 Minutes. Opened for 
comments, questions, and corrections. Hearing none, the 
Motion to Accept by Steve, KC3EUU. Curt, K3URT, sec-
onded the motion; the attending membership approved the 
minutes by voice vote.


TREASURERS REPORT – July 2022 report presented by 
Dave, KC3MG. Open for comments, questions, and correc-
tions. We have money! The report indicated solvent and 
consistent with a good balance. Report also included final 
numbers from Firecracker Hamfest 2022. Motion to Accept 
by Tim, W4NKC. Steve, KC3EUU, seconded the motion; 
the attending membership approved the minutes by voice 
vote.


LICENSE TRUSTEE REPORT – Dave, KC3MG reports 
that license is good and there have been no complaints. 
Also, no complaints to the FCC on Field Day 2022.


EQUIPMENT TRUSTEE REPORT – Terry, WB3BKN, 
says that everything is good. Terry was not able to attend, 
and information was presented by Dave, KC3MG.


LAUREL VE COMMITTEE – Volunteer VE attending 
Tim, W4NKC, reported subsequent testing is Saturday, Au-
gust 20th at 0900L and that individuals must register by 
end-of-day the Friday before. Testing location will be the 
Vietnam Veterans Association Building, 8000 Derry St, Har-
risburg, PA 17111.


REPEATER COMMITTEE – Terry, WB3BKN, says that 
repeater and controller are working, no complaints. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE – Chair Tim, W4NKC, 
reported that there are 81 current members with 52 being 
ARRL members (64%). With more than 50% of our mem-
bers also being ARRL members, we remain an ARRL Affili-
ated Club.


NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE – Curt, K3URT, reports 
the next article deadline is by the end of business day, 
Wednesday, September 7th. Reminder that the newsletter 
contact email has changed to newsletter@w3uu.org.


WEB PAGE COMMITTEE – No report this month. Mike, 
K3MAD is looking for help with content management. If 
you are interested, please contact Robert, K3RTS.


EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS – Robert, K3RTS, 
reports:

– ARES Net meets every Monday at 1900L on the 145.110 
repeater.


ELMER TIME Coordinator Joe, W3JPH. For tonight’s 
Elmer Time, Adam, KC3MFJ, presented an introduction to 
using the Arduino Electronics Project Controller. We re-
viewed the Arduino Hardware and then tried our hand at 
programming to make a CW generator. 11 people attended.

 

HAMFEST – Firecracker July 2nd, 2022, and PA State 
Convention. Terry, WB3BKN is the Chair. Dave, KC3MG, 
presented the final report on the finances of the event and 
attendance numbers.

– Upcoming Hamfests will be the OctoberFest on 22 Octo-
ber 2022, and the Winter Hamfest on 14 January 2023. Vol-
unteers requested to be available from 500L to 1200L and 
the event runs from 700L until 1100L.


OLD BUSINESS – Sept 11th Commemoration on Sep-
tember 11, 2022, at Memorial Lake State Park. This will be 
a Parks-On-The-Air (POTA) activation as well. Event will 
occur from 1000L to 1600L.

                                                                                                                                                       

NEW BUSINESS – We may be having some issues with 
the new Computer Router that we used on field day. New 
Router was purchased because we did not have the power 
supply for the old Router for Field Day. Terry, WB3BKN 
will look for original power supply. If not found, Frank, 
KC3NRK will look for a replacement based on specifica-
tions on old Router’s name plate.

– Request to buy new Contact Logging Software for Con-
testing Events, Field Day, and other club events. Currently 
we are using N1MM and looking to spend $59.00 on a club 
license of N3FJP for both club laptops. Motion to Accept by 
Curt, K3URT. Steve, KC3EUU, seconded the motion; the 
attending membership approved the purchase by voice vote.


FOR THE GOOD OF THE CLUB – Since Frank, 
KC3NRK will be out of town during the September Club 
Meeting, Curt, K3URT has kindly volunteered to take notes 
for the meeting minutes.

– Time to start thinking about HamFeast for 2023. If no ob-
jections, we will look at using the Peach Tree Restaurant for 
the event like we did in 2022.


– NEW MEETING TIMES: In order to give the Elmer 
time presenter more time and welcome more discussion and 
interactions, we will be trying out a new order of events for 
our in-person meetings on the second Wednesday of the 
month. We will start the Club Business Meeting at 1830L 
and run until 1900L. That will allow us to start Elmer Time 
at 1900L and go until 2000L if needed by the topic being 
presented.


ADJOURNMENT – A motion to adjourn by Steve, 
KC3EUU, and seconded by Chuck, KA1YSR. The meeting 
closed at 2021L.


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED by Frank Aponte, 
KC3NRK, Secretary.


THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING is a document of HRAC, 
Inc. Therefore, all content is unabridged from the original. 
Corrections to the Minutes are made at the next club meet-
ing by a membership vote with approval/disapproval. 

— 76 years service to the Capitol of Pennsylvania —

W3UU The Harrisburg Radio Amateurs Club, Inc.

President – Bob, K3RTS, Vice-President – Vacant


MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 10, 2022 MEETING
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