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Here are a few things to consider. I am sure that all of us have seen how today’s 
younger generations love their cell phones. The only thing is that they hardly ever 
use them to talk to anyone. The number one thing for which they are used is 
messaging. I mean sending written text, and pictures, or videos rather than dialing 
a number to actually talk to someone. Shucks, they will even text a person sitting 
next to them rather than actually talk to them. It would seem that the simple art of 
conversation is gone. Granted, not all of them fall into this pattern, but too many do. 

What does this have to do with the future of amateur radio? Well, knowing this, we 
can offer the same thing via amateur radio. Imagine a mode of operation that allows 
the operator to simply type messages to another amateur operator. That way one 
does not need to know the art of conversation, but rather just type, and not get to 
know anyone on a more personal level. We do have this, and maybe this should be 
the entry method to getting younger generations interested in amateur radio. We 
had something like that in amateur radio since its beginning. We all started with 
CW, which gave us anonymity of sorts, and a way to become accustomed to 
learning communications skills. As we learned skills, we also learned about radio 
technology.  

I suggest that we could bring new operators into the hobby if we present this 
properly to new hams, and also take the time to individually help new hams to 
properly understand how to do what we do. We are currently plagued by a problem 
that I can explain with this short story that is true. At the local grocery store a 
relative new casher became annoyed with the plastic bags that they place groceries 
into because they can be difficult to open. When this person had trouble with a new 
bag, she would toss it into the trash. At the end of her shift there were would be a 
dozen or more new bags in the trash. When newly hired trainees were came on 
board, they saw this casher, whom they perceived as experienced, doing this, and 
thought this was the normal thing to do, and followed suit. We are seeing this in 
amateur radio as well. Not with groceries bags, but with terminology, procedures, 
and language, where people who may have been licensed for up to five years and 
learned bad skills would teach new licensees. After all, what they learned must be 
correct, because an experienced amateur taught them. 

In short, do your part to pass on the correct knowledge and show people, not your 
noisy HF radio, but let them experience text our way, and show them the correct 
way. 

 

73 

Terry WB3BKN 
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The December 12, 2018 meeting of the Harrisburg Radio Amateur’s Club, Inc. was called to order at 1903 
HRS by the President, Terry Snyder (WB3BKN). The usual member introductions were made.   

Secretary Report – Upon motion of Doug (K3DRE) the minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as  
published in the newsletter, Seconded by Karl (KC3JRO).  Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report – Nick (AA3T) reported that the club has $5,040.65. Motion to accept the Treasurer’s 
Report was made by Doug (K3DRE) and seconded by Chuck (N3WL).  Motion Carried. 

Trustee Report – Terry (WB3BKN) reported there were no changes with the equipment. 

Repeater Committee – Steven (KA3PDQ) reported that the repeater was functioning as well as can be 
expected considering the antenna. It’s not be expected to be changed out until spring.  

Laurel VE Committee – Steven (KA3PDQ) reported that the next exam session is scheduled for December 
15, 2018 at HACC. He also reported that the Team would be testing in Newberry Township York County on 
December 16, 2018 as part of a Ham Radio Class.  

Membership Committee – No Changes. 

Newsletter Editor – The President reported that the new editor is doing a fine job. He asked that anyone 
submitting articles should proof read their submissions as our editor is not yet a Ham. Terry also requested 
that those in attendance should consider submitting pictures from any Club event, Ham Shacks as well as 
other items that may be of interest to the reader. 

Web Page – No Report. 

Emergency Communications – Richard (KB3YRC) reported that there are at least 3 licensing classes in 
the area within the next 3 months.                                           

Entertainment – Terry (WB3BKN) reported that he is always looking for new topics and guest speakers. He 
noted that you do not have to be an expert to share a topic or experience. 

Hamfest Committee – Flyers for the winter Hamfest are out; the date is January 12, 2019. The President 
asked for help to set up at 6:00 A.M. Terry also reported that we need to limit access to vendors only in the 
early hours, in order to allow them time to set up. 

Field Day – Will be held at the Veteran’s Park on Elmerton Avenue in June.  More information will be 
forthcoming as we get closer to that date. 

Elmer Time –Terry (WB3BKN) has several topics in mind. Terry also said he welcomes all suggestions for 
topics. 

Old Business –The Nominating Committee led by Bill (KE3YC) reported that the current officers have 
agreed to remain.  Bill (KE3YC) made a motion for the Secretary to cast a ballot for all officers to remain in 
the current positions. Chuck (N3WL) seconded.  Motion carried. 

New Business –Terry (WB3BKN) reported that the Hamfeast will be held February 13, 2019 at The Old 
Country Buffet at 5083 Jonestown Rd, Harrisburg, PA.  

Good of the Club  –  Charlie (K3CWT) presented the President Terry (WB3BKN) a major award of a 
slingshot for all his work and sacrifice in assisting Charlie in his antenna projects.              

Adjournment – With no further business Doug (K3DRE) made a motion to adjourn; Karl (KC3JRO) 
seconded at 1942 hours. 

Guest Speaker – As tradition mandates, the group participated in a time of fellowship and the Christmas 
Cookie exchange.        

Respectfully Submitted, 

Steven Gobat, KA3PDQ 

December 2018 Meeting Minutes 
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Volunteer Examiner Report  
On Saturday January 12th 2019 we will have an Exam session at the Harrisburg Radio Amateur's Club 
Winterfest. The address is 8000 Derry Street at the Vietnam Veterans of America. Testing will start at 
9:00AM.  Pre-registration is required; however, because that information didn’t make it to the flyer in time, we 
may have to do this on site. 

Next session at HACC on February 16, 2019 in the Shumaker Public Safety building, Gate 5 on Industrial 
Road, Harrisburg. For directions, please visit our club web site at http://www.w3uu.org/license-exams/. 

Recent Testing Results: 

Saturday December 15, 2018 

5 Applicants - 5 Elements; 4 – Tech; 1 - Unsuccessful  

VEs in attendance: Frank (KB3PQT); Steve (N3FWE); Curt (K3URT); Doug (K3DRE); Brian (K3WKK); 
Barry (KB3MCK); Bill (KE3YC); Steven (KA3PDQ) 

Sunday December 16, 2018:  Group was from around the area, not from any particular group/company.  
Some even stayed over Saturday and Sunday. 

24 Applicants - 26 Elements; 24 - Element 2; 2 - Element 3 

VEs in attendance:  Frank (KB3PQT); Curt (K3URT); Doug (K3DRE); Barry (KB3MCK); Steven 
(KA3PDQ) 

2018 Year End Report 

VE Honor Roll 2018 Test Sessions Total:   8 

KE3YC   91 

W4NJC (KB3OZA) 56 
We tested 66 Applicants and Administered 74 Elements: 

KA3PDQ 89 Tech 50 

N3HLK 46 General 10 

K3DRE 45 Extra 7 

KB3MCK 40   

N3FWE 39   

N3QLB 25   

KV3Q 25   

N3UGW 22   

K3URT 25   

K3WKK 11   

KB3PQT 9   

W3JPH 1   

  
Great Job Everyone!!! Thank You for all your support. 

Steven, KA3PDQ 

Elmer Time (6:30 pm meeting night). 

 

 

 

 



   Page 4 of 7 

    HRAC Newsletter January 2019 Edition 

Upcoming Programs for 2018 (After the business part of the meeting) 

January:  Winterfest (see website for details) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HamFeast (our annual banquet) 

The February meeting will be held at the Old Country Buffet, 5083 Jonestown Road, 
Harrisburg, PA. (next to Home Depot), at 6pm on February 13. We will be in the 
private room in the back of the dining room. Everyone is responsible for their own 
check. We have the room until 9pm. We will be handing out door prizes, and the Ham 
of the Year award.   

Top win door prizes, you must be a paid up member. 

ARRL DX QSL Bureau mailing for HRAC members 

Next mailing to the ARRL Outgoing QSL Bureau will be right after the New Year for HRAC 
members who are also ARRL members, that have DX QSL cards to go out (DX is defined as 
other than the lower 48 states). 

Please place the cards in prefix order according to the DXCC country list and get them to me with 
a current QSL mailing label or copy of same to prove ARRL membership.   You may give them to 
me at the December HRAC meeting or the December Ham Lunch.  You may also give them to 
Chuck, N3WL, as I see him often.  As a last resort, you may mail them to me.  My address on 
QRZ.COM is OK. This service is provided for free to all HRAC members.   You may send one 
card or a thousand.  Questions -- feel free to call me at 717-774-1728 or k3swz@arrl.net 

73 Glenn, K3SWZ
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Weekly 
HRAC Net 

 
The weekly information net 
is held every Wednesday at 
8:00 PM on the 146.760 
repeater, except for the 
second Wednesday of the 
month, which is the club’s 
meeting night. 

Please send any articles for 
the newsletter to 

hrac.newsletter@Gmail.com   

Local area nets:  
 
Capitol Area Traffic Net starts Monday at 8 PM on the South 
Mountain Radio Amateurs (SMRA) repeater on 146.46 (67.0 
tone), 1 MHz offset.  
 
The Combined Club ARES/RACES Net meets Monday at 8:30 
PM on the Keystone 146.97 Repeater (Tone: 123 Hz).  
 
South Mountain Radio Amateurs (SMRA) Net on Monday at 9 
PM on the 145.43 (Tone: 67 Hz) repeater located in Mt. Holly 
Springs. 
  
The Keystone VHF Club Digital Net on Tuesday at 8 PM on the 
York 146.97 Repeater.  
 
The Keystone VJF Club ELMER Net on Tuesday at 9 PM on 
the York 146.97 Repeater right after the Digital net  
 
A local FM Simplex Net runs Thursday at 8:30 PM on 146.55 
MHz.  
 
South Central PA 10 Meter Net Friday at 8 PM 28.495 MHz 
USB 
  
Ham Shack Talk Net - Monday at 9 PM: 28.335 MHZ. Delaware 
  
Lehigh Valley ARC Net - Sunday 4:00 PM: 28.430 MHZ Do 
Drop In net - Sunday 8:30 PM: 28.450 MHZ Penn- Mar Club net 
- Friday. 8:30 PM: 28.495 MHZ.  
 
10 Meter Ragchew Net - Every evening starting 7:30PM: 28.600 
Mhz  
 
6 Meter Magicians Net from Pottstown Wednesdays at 8:30 PM 
on 50.130 USB. At 9 PM, they switch to 50.400 and run A.M. 
modulation and call themselves the Mini Boat Anchor Net.  
The KVHFC 6 Meter Activity Net run by Steve Cruse, K3WHC 
meets on 50.140 MHz USB on Wednesday evenings starting at 
8:30 PM. 

Harrisburg Radio Amateurs Club Information net at 8pm on 
146.76 (100 hz tone) every Wednesday except club meeting 
night, which is listed at the top of the first page of this 
newsletter. 
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

Please note the following information (taken directly from https://www.eham.net/articles/42454) 
regarding the partial government shutdown and its impact regarding Amateur Radio 
operations in relation to the FCC:  Website will remain operational, however will not be updated.  
“The Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS), the Universal Licensing System (ULS), the 
Electronic Document Management System (EDOCS), and the Commission Online Registration 
System (CORES) will remain available, but no support will be provided except that necessary for 
spectrum auction activity that covers the costs involved. 

According to the Public Notice, ULS and ECFS filings, among others, "will not be reviewed or 
processed and will be considered accepted on the day following the day of return to normal 
operations." This would include the processing of Amateur Radio applications. 

Also down will be the Consumer Complaint Center and the Experimental Licensing System, among 
several others.”  For more detailed info applicable to the FCC specifically, see: 
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-19-10A1.pdf. 

FUN FACTS – DID YOU KNOW? 

JOTA Reports 36 Percent Growth In Scout Participation for 2018: - Scouting's Jamboree on the Air 
(JOTA) 2018 reports that total Scout participation in the annual fall event jumped by 36 percent from 
2017. Each year, more than 1 million Scouts and Guides get together over the airwaves for JOTA, 
which takes place on the third weekend of October. (Courtesy of www.eham.net) 

In other news:  The FCC has modified the amateur radio service rules, eliminating Morse code 
exam requirements.  

The current amateur service operator license structure contains three classes of amateur 
radio operator licenses: Technician Class, General Class, and Amateur Extra Class. 
Once the changes are in effect, all Technician licensees -- whether or not they have 
passed a Morse code examination -- will have "Tech Plus" operating privileges. This 
means you will have all of your current VHF/UHF and above frequencies and also will 
have access to the Novice/Technician Plus frequencies on HF. There is a little more to it 
than that, so to get the entire story, see this article. 

Keep those ideas coming in for the newsletter.  If you do send info into email account, please clearly 
annotate if you want it included in the newsletter.  It eliminates some unnecessary wading through 
of documents on my part, as well as emails to the originator asking for more clarification. 

 

Thanks again for all of your contributions! 

 

 

MONTHLY HAM RADIO LUNCH 

The last Thursday of each month there is a Ham Radio Lunch at the “Old Country Buffet” at noon 
(unless it is a major holiday).  
 
This restaurant is located on Route 22 in Colonial Park in the vicinity of Value City Furniture, 
Costco and Home Depot. 
 
It’s a great way to meet new people! 
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HRAC MEMBERSHIP APLICATION 
MAIL TO: 

Tim Lehman (W4NKC) 
PO Box 453 

Hummelstown, PA 17036 
717-982-8550 

 
Make checks payable to HRAC—Membership is $15.00 ($7.50 if over 65) per year. 

Family Membership is $25 (Hams must reside in the same household) 
Dues end December 31st. 

 
 
NAME _________________________________________ CALL _____________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CITY ___________________________________ STATE __________ ZIP _____________ 
 
 
PHONE _____________________________ E-MAIL _______________________________ 
 
 
ARRL Member: Y _____ N _____  * YEAR FIRST LICENSED ___________________ 
 
 
SIGNATURE _____________________________ 
 
I agree to abide by the guidelines of the membership and The Harrisburg Radio Amateur’s Club, Inc.  

 
Join the Gang 

 
 

 


